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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  74,952 

Population  (Census  1931)  ..  ..  ..  7*658 

and  estimated  1942. .  ..  ..  9,047 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931)  . .  2,061 

(end  of  1942)  ..  2,134 

Rateable  Value  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £30,584 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ..  ..  £121/18/4 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE 


YEAR. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

LIVE  BIRTHS  (total)  .. 

57 

56 

113 

Legitimate 

54 

51 

105 

Illegitimate  . . 

3 

5 

8 

Birth  Rate  (R.G.)  12.4  per  1 

,000. 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  . . 

0 

0 

0 

Rate  per  1,000  population  0.22 

DEATHS  . 

56 

42 

98 

Death  Rate  (R.G.)  10.6 
Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in 
consequence  of  childbirth  . . 

per  1. 

0 

0 

0 

• 

from 

sepsis 

Nil 

from  other  causes  1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  . .  5 

,,  per  1,000  births  : 

Males,  53  ;  Females,  36.  Total,  44. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages). .  . .  . .  Nil 

„  Whooping  Cough  . .  . .  Nil 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  Nil 

„  Cancer  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

The  population  was  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General  at  the  middle  of  the  year  at  9,047,  about  5  00  more 
than  in  1941. 
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BIRTHS 

On  the  local  lists  of  births  there  were  only  73 
registered,  and  this  number  included  non-residents  born 
in  the  area.  Apparently  there  was  a  large  number  of 
children  of  residents  born  outside  the  area,  as  in  1941. 
The  total  sent  by  the  Registrar-General  was  113,  or  40 
more  than  the  local  number,  and  of  these  57  were  males 
and  56  females.  Of  these  105  were  legitimate  and  8  born 
out  of  wedlock.  In  the  quarters,  the  lowest  number  born 
was  in  the  third  and  the  fourth  was  the  highest.  The  birth¬ 
rate  worked  out  at  12.4  per  1,000  compared  with  14.1  in 
1941,  and  15.8  in  England  and  Wales.  Only  2  still  births 
were  registered,  both  legitimate,  equal  to  0.22  per  1,000 
population.  Probably  a  fair  proportion  of  the  children 
were  born  at  the  County  Home  in  Cheltenham. 


DEATHS 
(reg.  general) 

DISEASE  Males  Females 


Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 
Tuberculosis  . . 

Maternal  Causes 

Cancer 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Peptic  Ulcer  . . 

Digestive  Diseases  . . 
Appendicitis  . . 

Nephritis 

Congenital  Causes,  etc. 

Senility 

Suicide 

Other  Violence 
Other  defined  Diseases 


2 

7 

5 

12 

5 

3 
3 

1 


1 

2 


5 

10 


1 

6 

4 

12 

4 

2 
1 

1 

4 


1 


2 

3 


All  causes  . .  . .  .  .  . .  56  42 
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DEATHS 

According  to  local  registration  and  the  quarterly 
outside  deaths  recorded  the  deaths  numbered  91,  but  the 
Registrar-General’s  number  was  98  deaths,  including  56 
males  and  42  females.  At  0-1  year  there  were  5  deaths. 
At  1— 1 5  years  2  deaths,  at  15-45  years  12,  at  45-65  years  18, 
and  at  65  upwards  54  deaths.  One  death  was  at  ages  under 
12  months,  from  cerebro-spinal  fever. 

Tuberculosis  2,  Cancer  13,  Apoplexy  9,  Heart  Disease 
24,  Circulatory  Diseases  9,  Bronchitis  5,  Pneumonia  4, 
Nephritis  1,  Violence  7,  Senility  1.  No  deaths  were  due  to 
Diphtheria,  Influenza,  Diabetes,  Appendicitis  or  suicide. 
Two  deaths  were  due  to  homicide.  The  death  rate  was 
very  near  the  rate  in  1941,  being  10.6  as  to  10.4  per  1,000 
population.  The  death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  was 
11 .6  per  1,000,  and  the  rate  for  the  last  7  years  was  about  12. 
Again  there  is  no  standard  rate  as  the  relative  ages  of  the 
population  have  not  been  calculated.  The  deaths  of  non¬ 
residents  were  71  in  number,  many  of  which  were  due  to 
accidents.  There  were  23  residents  who  died  outside  the 
district,  chiefly  in  institutions.  In  Northleach  parish  there 
were  25  deaths,  10  in  Chedworth,  9  in  Aids  worth  and  8 
in  Bibury. 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

Five  infants  died  at  ages  under  one  year,  three  males 
and  two  females.  Last  year  there  were  4  infant  deaths. 
The  infant  death  rate  was  44  per  1,000  live  births  ;  last 
year  it  was  33,  and  in  England  and  Wales  it  was  49  per 
1,000.  As  usual  the  male  death  rate  was  higher  than  the 
female,  being  53  compared  with  36  per  1,000.  One  death 
occurred  at  ages  under  a  week,  2  under  a  month,  1  under 
3  months  and  1  at  less  than  a  year  of  age.  No  illegitimate 
infant  died,  the  death  rate  being  nil.  War  feeding  is 
helping  the  mothers  to  rear  healthy  babies,  and  the  supply 
of  vitamins,  sold  at  a  low  price,  by  the  Ministry  is  helping 
in  this  great  battle.  The  advice  given  by  the  district 
nurses,  in  the  homes  and  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres,  is 
also  of  great  assistance,  and  less  reliance  is  placed  in  advice 
given  by  aged  female  ancestors  on  baby  hygiene. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


DISEASE 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Small  Pox 

.  .  — 

— 

Scadet  Fever 

7 

6 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . . 

. .  2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

. .  — 

— 

Pneumonia 

. .  12 

— 

Dysentery 

. .  2 

— 

Other  diseases  generally 

notifiable — Erysipelas 

6 

_ 

Other  diseases  notifiable  : — 
Measles 

16 

Food  Poisoning 

. .  — 

— 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Polio-Myelitis 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

Total 

Deaths 


i 


2 
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Only  7  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified,  2  less  than 
in  1941.  Six  cases  were  at  school  age,  and  one  below  it. 
A  small  outbreak  occurred  in  May  and  June,  there  being 
4  cases  in  Northleach,  and  2  in  Eastington,  attending  the 
local  school.  All  the  patients,  with  one  exception,  were 
treated  in  hospital.  A  woman  living  in  Withington,  who 
worked  at  a  large  shop  in  Cheltenham,  ailed  with  diphtheria, 
and  was  removed  to  the  Delancey  hospital.  A  soldier 
passing  through  a  camp  in  the  area  was  also  notified,  but 
had  only  been  one  day  in  this  district  after  which  he  was 
admitted  to  Delancey  hospital.  An  infant  living  in  Bibury, 
with  cerebro-spinal  fever,  was  sent  to  a  Cheltenham 
hospital,  from  which  she  was  reported  some  time  after, 
not  being  officially  known  about  until  February,  and 
having  started  her  illness  some  time  in  December,  1941. 
No  history  of  infection  could  be  elicited  at  the  home. 
A  small  epidemic  of  whooping  cough  occurred  in  Bibury, 
and  8  cases  were  notified,  the  only  ones  on  the  list.  Six 
cases  of  erysipelas  were  known,  all  adults.  There  were  16 
measles  cases,  compared  with  59  in  1941,  two  of  which 
were  infants;  7  at  ages  1-5  years  and  5  at  school  age. 
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Five  came  from  Andoversford  and  3  from  Eastington. 
Twelve  cases  of  pneumonia  were  reported,  all  adults, 
and  4  deaths  were  due  to  it.  This  is  equal  to  a  death  rate  of 
33  per  cent.,  showing  that  many  cases  were  not  notified. 
Two  brothers  were  reported  with  bacillary  dysentery  from 
Sherborne.  One  had  returned  from  a  boarding-school 
in  Kent  a  week  before  the  onset,  but  both  had  been  to 
Cheltenham  a  few  days  before.  This  disease  is  fairly 
common  these  days,  but  these  are  the  first  and  only  cases 
reported  in  this  district.  It  is  probable  that  many  cases  are 
never  discovered,  being  passed  over  as  ordinary  diarrhoea. 
A  case  of  polio-myelitis,  in  a  youth,  was  reported  from 
Northleach  and  treated  at  Cheltenham.  Rather  coinci¬ 
dentally  a  youth  from  Eastington  was  notified  at  the  same 
time  with  encephalitis  lethargica,  the  case  proving  fatal  at 
Cheltenham.  In  neither  of  the  two  latter  cases  could  any 
history  of  infection  be  obtained.  The  encephalitis  patient 
had  been  working  at  local  camps  but  infection  in  this 
disease  is  most  difficult  to  trace.  One  other  case  of  cerebro¬ 
spinal  fever  occurred  in  December,  1941,  but  was  reported 
this  year. 


SCHOOL  INFECTIONS 

There  were  a  fair  number  of  the  lesser  infectious 
conditions  present  in  the  Schools.  A  hundred  cases  of 
mumps  were  reported,  18  from  Northleach,  38  from 
Andoversford,  and  21  from  Chedworth.  Twenty-two  cases 
of  whooping  cough,  17  of  which  were  at  Bibury,  occurred, 
but  only  8  were  notified  by  doctors.  There  were  27  cases  of 
chicken  pox,  1 8  at  Chedworth  school.  There  were  only  5 
cases  of  infective  jaundice.  Scabies  was  rather  prevalent, 
23  cases  being  reported  by  the  teachers.  Cases  occurred  in 
8  schools,  7  at  Bibury.  The  treatment  of  this  disease  is 
rather  haphazard,  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  the 
councils  should  provide  the  essential  drug  for  treatment, 
and  that  the  district  nurses  should  attend  and  instruct  the 
parent  as  to  its  application.  Of  impetigo,  popularly 
known  as  scald-head,  there  were  1 8  cases  reported,  7  being 
from  Northleach.  This  complaint  is  common  in  poorly 
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nourished  children,  probably  due  to  lack  of  vitamins.  A 
leaflet  has  now  been  procured  giving  advice  to  parents  on 
these  two  diseases,  and  a  circular  letter  was  recently  sent 
out  by  the  Ministry  dealing,  inter  alia,  with  the  actual 
treatment  of  scabies  cases. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Only  one  case  was  notified,  a  boy  aged  14  years,  who 
died  from  a  meningual  attack  at  Cheltenham  hospital. 
This  patient  five  years  before  was  reported  as  suffering 
from  lung  tubercle,  and  was  then  treated  for  many  months 
at  Standish  House,  and  had  been  in  good  health  since  that 
time.  No  doubt  the  disease  had  lain  dormant  for  the  last 
5  years  or  so. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL.  EXPENDITURE 
for  the  past  five  years. 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 


£69  16  o 

£297  5  3 

£63  o  o 

£348  19  o 
£127  9  o 


The  cost  for  the  year  was  £127,  about  one-third  of 
that  of  1941.  In  addition  to  several  patients  being  treated 
at  the  Delancey  hospital,  including  2  cases  of  diphtheria, 
there  were  6  scarlet  fever  patients  treated  at  the  joint 
isolation  hospital  in  Cirencester.  At  this  hospital  altogether 
there  were  5  7  patients  admitted,  including  four  diphtheria 
carriers.  These  were  from  the  joint  districts. 

DIPHTHERIA  PROPHYLAXIS 

Up  to  June,  1942,  there  were  inoculated  433  children 
aged  under  5  years,  and  1,264  aged  5-16  years.  This  is 
equal  to  90  per  cent,  of  “  under  fives  ”  and  90  per  cent. 
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at  school  age,  a  very  creditable  result.  As  infants  reach  the 
age  of  one  year  they  should  be  immunised,  as  that  is  a  very 
dangerous  age,  up  to  5  years.  Figures  provided  from  the 
Food  Officer,  during  the  autumn,  showed  that  there  were 
approximately  481  children,  under  1  year  of  age,  in  the 
area.  As  no  children,  or  practically  none,  are  immunised 
at  ages  less  than  1  year,  probably  all  those  eligible  were 
inoculated,  leaving  about  50  who  were  under  age. 

HEALTH  SERVICES 

These  services  were  carried  on  by  the  County  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  notwithstanding  the  shortness  of 
staff  in  some  departments.  The  school  medical  services 
were  performed  in  an  adequate  manner.  The  schools  were 
visited  periodically  by  your  medical  officer,  largely  in 
connection  with  infectious  disease  cases. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

The  Inspector  took  1 5  samples  of  water  from  various 
village  supplies.  Further  samples  were  taken  from  the  3 
springs  at  Hampnett,  varying  in  quality.  Work  was  done 
to  do  away  with  any  contamination,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  supply  is  now  normal  in  quality.  A  sample  taken  from 
Prison  Copse  near  there  was  quite  satisfactory.  Good 
samples  were  taken  from  the  supply  at  Sherborne  and 
Bibury  (Swan  Spring).  Fairly  good  samples  were  taken 
from  Northleach  and  Kilkenny  supplies.  A  very  bad 
sample  was  taken  from  a  spring  near  Foxcote,  which  was 
apparently  contaminated  from  a  large  garden  and  which 
was  at  times  treated  with  weed  killer,  which  strongly 
flavoured  the  water.  The  leakage  into  the  spring  was 
remedied,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  water  is  now  fit  for 
human  consumption.  Difficulty  has  occurred  at  times 
owing  to  temporary  stoppages  of  the  water  supply  at 
Council  houses  at  Dowdeswell.  The  arrangement  of  hot 
water  boilers  on  the  back  of  the  kitchen  grates  is  a  draw¬ 
back  if  the  water  supply  fails,  as  the  roof  water  is  not 
collected.  This  latter  should  be  done  in  all  Council 
houses.  I  understand  that  difficulties  about  the  ram,  in 
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this  case,  are  now  being  overcome.  There  are  no  official 
sewers  in  the  area,  and  cases  of  nuisance  from  this  cause 
have  to  be  dealt  with  individually.  Water  carriage  and 
septic  tanks  are  being  installed  about  the  district,  which  is 
a  necessary  sanitary  improvement. 

INSPECTIONS 

NUMBERS  INSPECTED  OF  EACH  OF  THE 

FOLLOWING  : 

No.  on  No.  Total  No.  of 
Register.  Inspected.  Inspections. 
{a)  Butchers’  premises ....  5  —  — 

(b)  Bakehouses.  .  . .  . .  10  10  44 

(c)  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  114  114  147 

RIVER  POLLUTION 

Owing  to  a  sewage  plant  getting  out  of  order,  the 
river  Leach  was  polluted  by  an  insufficiently  treated 
effluent.  When  this  was  put  into  order  the  pollution 
stopped.  This  plant  is  kept  under  observation. 

BAKEHOUSES 

A  new  bakehouse,  quite  on  modern  lines,  was  erected 
in  a  large  village,  in  place  of  an  out-of-date  one.  The 
bakehouse  is  rather  near  an  original  dwelling,  and  the 
residents  complain  of  sulphurous  fumes  entering  their 
house  from  the  chimney,  which  is  about  20  feet  high. 
Such  fumes  are  hurtful,  especially  in  bedrooms,  keeping 
people  awake  owing  to  coughing  and  choking.  There  are 
10  bakehouses  in  the  area,  and  44  visits  of  inspection  were 
paid  to  them. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS 

The  number  of  dairy  farms  was  114,  the  same  as  in 
1941.  Four  applications  were  granted  for  new  registrations. 
The  farms  were  inspected  on  147  occasions.  The  Council 
does  not  have  routine  samples  of  milk  taken  for  cleanliness 
purposes,  which  is  very  necessary  in  these  days. 
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INSPECTIONS 

Five  slaughter  houses,  4  registered  and  1  licensed,  still 
exist  in  the  area,  but  are  unused  as  all  the  meat  is  killed 
outside  the  area.  Food  stores  were  visited  periodically. 
There  were  91  visits  paid  to  butchers’  premises  and  the 
meat  inspected  after  arrival.  It  was  found  to  be  usually 
of  good  quality  and  none  was  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  food.  Thirty  nuisances  were  discovered  and  dealt 
with,  but  only  two  statutory  notices  were  found  necessary. 
Both  notices  were  about  defective  roofs,  one  was  repaired 
when  legal  proceedings  were  being  taken,  the  other 
nuisance  is  still  outstanding,  on  reasonable  grounds,  but  is 
still  kept  under  observation.  Under  building  by-laws  and 
town  planning  about  150  visits  were  paid  to  properties. 

HOUSING 

One  house,  a  bungalow,  was  built  by  private  enter¬ 
prise,  to  house  farm  workers,  no  Council  houses  being 
erected.  The  number  of  Council  houses  is  unchanged. 
There  were  50  dwellings  inspected  but  apparently  not  any 
were  entered  on  the  register.  No  serious  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  were  found  and  no  action  had  to  be  taken  about 
them.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  evacuees 
have  returned  to  their  homes.  Another  reason  is  that 
there  are  very  few  new  factories  in  the  area  to  employ 
outside  people. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  year. 

(a)  1  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  50 

2  Number  of  inspections  made  .  .  . .  .  .  130 

(b)  1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  under  sub¬ 

section  (1)  above,  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolidated) 
Regulations,  1925  and  1937  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

2  Number  of  inspections  made  . .  . .  .  .  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  State 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  . .  .  .  . .  . .  Nil 
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(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  Nil 

z.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 
of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  its  officers  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  Nil 

VERMIN  DISINFESTATION 

At  a  local  contractor’s  hutments,  which  housed 
navvies,  there  was  an  occurrence  of  body  lice  and  two 
places  were  visited.  Thorough  fumigation  was  performed 
at  both  places,  and  no  further  complaints  have  been 
received. 
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